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d-SURVEY as a New Alternative to RDD: Further Improvements During the 2023 Unified Local
Elections and By-Elections
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The Social Survey Research Center (SSRC) has conducted lots of election surveys using d-SURVEY in
five by-elections (for both houses of the Diet) held in April 2023, and two by-elections (for both houses of
the Diet) held in October 2023. d-SURVEY is an internet survey targeting personally-owned smart
phones and the design of this survey is fundamentally different from traditional telephone RDD surveys,
up to the establishment of the population and the acquisition of the probability sample. While telephone
surveys are limited by the fact that they suffer from low connection and response rates, d-SURVEY is
unique in its ability to obtain a stable sample in terms of both quality and quantity by randomly
selecting survey targets from a population of approximately 65 million people nationwide which is more
than 60% of Japan's voters. SSRC has accumulated sample characteristics data by region through
election surveys and established two models, the "distribution design model" and the "adjusting model,
that bring the sex and age distribution of the response sample closer to the distribution of the voting
population. In this way, SSRC has managed to improve the accuracy of opinion polls.
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